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Abstract

As information technology becomes increasingly widespread, the digitization
technology and the development of the Internet have influenced many museums
to build a collection database which is open to the public on the Web. This article
aims to analyze the information access to collection databases of the National
Palace Museum, in comparison with that of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and
of the British Museum. First of all, to answer the question of why museums are
obliged to provide the public with information access to collection databases, the

author provides discussion from three aspects: the international trend of open



PRI | AR R R AR X AT

access, relevant regulations in the museum sector, and the funding sources of
digitalization. Secondly, case studies of museum collection databases in Taiwan,
U.S. and UK. are undertaken to examine their respective practices of
information access to museum databases from three dimensions: website location
of databases, explanation and searching fields of databases, and metadata
cross-linking and filtering. In conclusion, this article proposes constructive
suggestions as references for future research of information access to museum

collection databases.
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Arms and Armor (13,058)

Egyptian Art (26,471)
Modern and Contemporary Art (12,710)

American Decorative Arts (11,795) Arts of Africa, Oceania and the Americas

Costume Institute (36,068)
Asian Art (35,196)

Greek and Roman Art (17,396)
Islamic Art (12,457)

Walker Evans Archive (9,018)

W 11 + %8 & 4% 4 & Search the Collection (FIfEp # 2012 % 8 % 17§ )
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LI SR BRI FREA ZIMEH > 20125 5 A 26 B T ERHARE R (74,328) 1
201248 A 17 B TERSARE 3 (80,297)] °

36 % #A%A E In the Museum (/£ 14988 ¥ ) 42 855 > & 1 3L Search by Department in the Museum ( &
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i Drawings an:p Asian Art Costume Photoaranhs Fgyptian |Greek and [Arms and [and Islamic  |The The
W and Prints Decorativ ! Institute <D Art Roman Art |Armor  |Contempo | Art Cloisters ~ |Libraries
- Arts rary Art
e 80.297| 43212| 35196| 36,068 31,026 26471 17.336| 13,058] 12,710| 12,497 2,302 51| 310,224
Arts of . .
American |Africa,  |Walker . X Amencan X Brooklyn Robert Provenance Ant9n10
| . Medieval |Ancient Near|Paintings |Musical — |Museum European atti
?H'YF fl [Decorative|Oceania ~ [Evans Lehman | . |Research .
R Art Eastern At [and Instruments |Costume . [Paintings X Textile
Arts and the  [Archive . |Collection Project
. Sculpture Collection Center
Americas
el 11,795] 11436 9.018 6,715 6,170 5388 5,187 3926 2,589 2,525 737 43| 65529
[Total 375753
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2,017,838 U, - 679,845 JTLUE [, ~ SERIETL T 113 August
2012, =i (|12) %o Collection database search FiF1U0 Google —
P ﬁ[?:ﬁ@“ =Rt FF”![ R Tﬁf’_ ~ = [ | (Title, description and
subject) ~ " 7 7 g | | (Physical attributes) ~ " %’J{ﬁ?ﬁ% . (Production
information) ~ Fﬁ‘]’%}%ﬁi | (Image only)l') ¥ T [1#] | (Date)% ﬁ‘l SUIErE -
FHHIFRL - {ﬁiﬁyﬂﬁﬁﬁl}%jf?@ﬂ?[? Fl ﬁ’gﬁfﬁﬁ'J?{#]ﬁ’(Make a donation
today) ’Fﬁﬁ?’@ﬁi{ FSIFERE S - pIE ) TEYRHRTT | (About the collection
database online) ([l 13) » FPEFRIH RIFHI ~ Bt (“FHEFA ~ SvRh
A8 R ~ [ b2l DRI £ el g
ﬁiﬁ‘#’“ﬁﬁ%@f (e PRI e Y AP PR (7 8 R i < S 4 R 5
BRI ~ AR R R D R T

3T RARE 14 88 # % FAH R http://www.metmuseum.org/collections/search-the-collections ?ft=*&amp;
nogs=true (#|E AH 1201258 A 178)-

¥ R H S TR http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/search_the_collection_database.aspx
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e W7 ST TR I R R - P Collection
database search il " %[ K5 3 | (Advanced search) Fﬁ%#,iﬁ?”ﬁ?*?ﬁﬁi v
(Museum number and provenance) FH'#’?%; F'##3 | (Publication reference
search)l"] % T ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ’ih (Semantic web version of the database)=™ 1 [ﬁj putiizde
A o l’ﬂf/p—kf}'\rﬁﬁﬁ’gﬁ%#l i ﬁgﬁgq&j@%ﬁﬂggj (Sir Hans Sloane)

N THE‘E? » F 4% T Museum number and provenance — previous owners/donors | 4

°.° Visiting Membership Search the website p N
he British Whets on Suppor s
Museum R Explore (;harme\
earning Shop
About us

Research > Search the collection database

(oo ] -
Collection database search Support the Museum

Research projects Donate online
The Museum makes its
Publications Welcome to the British Museum collection database online. Search over two milion objects from the collection database available
. entire Museum collection. What is available? 10 be used by scholars
Online research across the world. Donations
catalogues
g 2,017,838 objects are available e oparCliatonal)
S e—— 579,845 of these has . documentation and
ibraries and archives 845 of these have one or more images tisation projocts
News

Last updated: 13 August 2012 @ search help Make a donation today >

» Search the collection

database — ‘ -
Advanced Search earch: ® Images only
Museum number O Title, description and subject 1 Physical attributes 0 Production Information
search
Publication
reference search Date: from: to: @
Help (use year only) BC O AD @ Bc O ap ©

About the database

Advanced search »
Search for and combine terms used in our database to narrow down your search

12 @b egsTRe AP ® 2012£87 179 )

s Visiting Membership Search the website ,0 v
The BI‘ltlSh Whats on Support us
Mus eum Explere Channel

> Research Blog
Learning Shop
About us

Research > Search the collection database > Abcut the database

About the Collection database online Contents

T History of the project
Whatis currently available?»
Publications Images on the database »
The Museun’s entire digitised database to date can be found here.  Sponsors and donors »
Online research New records and images are being added every week. Consarvation and science )
catalogues
e — Vihen complete the database wil
contain z record of every object in
Libraries and archives the Huseum collector, with
associated conservation and
News

stientifc reports where avaiabe.
Search the callection

e The irformetion in the records is
made avaicble inits entirety. Ony
prices paid, personal acdresses
and the nemes of some individual

Advanced Search
Museum number

search
Nuseum staff have been withheld
Publication
reference search
Help About these records

» Aboutthe database  The gatabase is an invenary of the

Wysaume collection and aims

Bl 13 = #5 f 5 F

KR (P 201287 17P)
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P ¢ <1 sloane, hans | » H[J 7 A 1 2 &a’«j fY @?'(biography)wﬁjﬁﬁ?ﬁ ’
PIR g (R 14 1 15) -

e Visiting Membership Search the website P v
The British Whats on Support us
Explore Channel
Museumn » Reooarh Soo
Leamning Shop
About us

Research > Search the collection database > Museum number search

Research

Research projects

Collection database search

Publications Museum number and provenance
Online research

Search museum regisiration numbers or other ID NUTbETS, (3) Museum number search help
catalogues

names of donors, previous owners or collectors

Visitor research

Search by Museum number:
Libraries and archives

Eg."1895,0915.514', 'W,6.28" Some special cases: '1373','1985,1224,0.4' (Asian art), 'Ch Plg Add154'
News (Asian paintings), PDF, A.93, PDF 867 (Percival David Collection)

Search the collec]

database Previous ownersidonors: sloane, hans

Advanced Seafch Bl

on

» Museum numb}
search

Publication
reference search

Help
About the database

Bll4 ~5gFaRsTHRE (HFp P 2012282 17p)

s Visiting Membership Search the website Lo~
TheBI"ltlSh What's on Support us
Explore Channel
useum > Research Blog
Learning Shop
About us

Research > Search the collection database

E—

Research projects

Collection database search
Publications Previous owners / donors results

Online research You searched for Sloane, Hans < Back to search
B Your search found 1 previous owner donor

Libraries and archives

Filter:
[ images only

Sir Hans Sloane.
News
(Male; medical; academiciintellectual; collector, British; 1650 -

» Search the collection 1753) (biographical details)

datanase Purchased through (1 objects)
Advanced Search urchased through (1 objects)
Museum number Bequeathed by (8271 objects)
search
P Donated by (6 abiects)
TR ST Purchased from (6 oblects)
Hel

About the database Previous ownerlex-collection (78 objects)
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Y KTEFERIMAGBAEAAREB 208 (AE 16 BF) : Ih—HBE - FERL R
T H AR R FRREH - eF - HEF S KBTI MA KRR T ATARE 10 A

(VAE 17 %)) : Title, Date, Medium, Dimensions, Classification, Credit Line, Accession Number,
Gallery Label, Provenance, Exhibition History % ; K & # M a9 % L FAA88 1278 (XUE 18 &
) : Title, Object types, Materials, Techniques, Place (findspot), Date, Period/Culture, Description,
Dimensions, Subject, Acquisition date, Acquisition name ¥ °
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TIEE 0 P sEA ARl o PRl TR (Self-Portrait
with a Straw Hat) % {7 (q%ﬂ' 18) > Fﬁ']’ﬁj B E’!‘fﬂi “See also-Who- Vincent van
Gogh (26)” fi'{& E*T—’\?B%“F’?L[?ﬁ%ﬁm 926 (F5ES I‘EFFIE] R :ﬁg’!‘

“See also- What- Oil paint (2,027) ” F{ # Eﬁ—k?ﬁﬁfﬂrjﬁfu 2,027 (i =
e S EGTIF PR ] ISR ¥ SRERT IR » 07 4E
BEF LR T T2 5L (Secalso) U T~ (Who) « TFITT i |
(What) ~ T {5, (Where) ~ rEﬁ & ; (When) ~ r}%ﬁ %’fﬂﬁﬂ . (In the museum) »
- TR LR A - B S B Ry
(Who) ~ T ATRTESHELE | (What) ~ T fff %L (Where) ~ T[] 5 (When) ~ T jﬁ‘
1 (In the museurn) 22 It LR (7 4 BIBLY AT |

e

Self Portrait with a Straw Hat
(verso: The Potato Peeler)

Vincent van Gogh (Dutch, Zundert
1853—-1890 Auvers-sur-Qise)

Date: 1887

Medium: 0il on canvas.

Dimensions: 16x12 1/2in. (606 %318 cm)

Classification Paintings.

Credt Line: Bequest of iss Adslaide Hiton de
Groot (1876-1967), 1967

Accession Number: &7.187.70a

This artwork i currntly on display in Gallery 826
Add to MyMet

+ Gallery Label

+ Provenance

+ Exhibition History
+ References

+ Notes

Who
* Vincentvan Gogh (26)

what
+ Paintings (12,630)

+ Oilpaint (2,027)

Where
] Fullscreen + Europe (139,573)
* Hetherlands (5,491)

When

Related Content + AD.1800-1900 (71759)

Art\ orks L 5) Exhibitions & Events (1) Timeline of Art History (3)

Peasant Woman Olive Trees Shoes
Cooking by a Fireplace

Inthe Museum
+ European Paintings (2,309)

Timelines from the Heilorunn Timeline of Art History
+ Central Europe and Low Countries, 1800-1900
AD.

Essays from the Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History
+ Vincent van Gogh (1853-1890)
+ Postimpressionism

W18 ~ g By af e AT, H 1 2012£8 7 179)
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[Filfaets *@Uﬁ]?’@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ[f}'ﬂ?l%%ﬂw " RS ?’?gl’ﬁl I
[ %ﬁ%g%?ﬁ?* o I'J rg‘ﬁfﬁﬁ%ﬁ[ﬁéu (pendant/figure) £ 7] (A 19—[A 20) -
Eﬁ’iﬁlE'J?ﬁ%ﬁi{ .,5"[3"?% “Techniques- incised- all objects™ " BT A4 Frvi iy
fﬁjﬁ—iﬁ[ B[ incised (f& | )$LiF ;[/ﬁ%?x’f[[!, ; E’!l‘{i{ “Techniques- incised- scope note”
BB incised iﬁf[ﬁ{gj"Eju::ﬁlﬁi’ﬁfjﬁ[ﬁ[ﬁéf%ﬁq“s ; Eg,—;{ “More about object-
Acquisition name- biographical details” i’ @ﬁiﬁiﬁ%fﬁ#lqyﬁéﬂﬂﬂ @?EIEHQ[ o
[T 1 A T SR ~ RS + 1) all
objects” ~ “scope note” = “biographical details” = @%Eﬁ'lﬂ"’ﬁ%@% B
AfFr_F - "all objects” == “scope note” ﬁ@“]%ﬁu%i s W bEE Y TR
[?iﬂﬁ%t =R 'j%%];? o ST AT 4 (thesaurus) | OV [ [ “biographical

pendant/ figure «Previous

Object types
pendant (scope note | all ebjects)
figure (scope note | all objects)

Materials

jade (all objects)

Techniques

incised (scope note | all objects)
carved (all objects)

Place (findspot)

Found/Acquired China (all objects)
(Asia,China)

Date

1200BC-771BC

Period/Culture

AN325360001

© The Trustees of the British Museum

Q  Largerimage
Western Zhou dynasty (scope note | all objects)

(
4§ Use digitalimage Shang dynasty (scope note | all objects)

xml Print record e
Description

Bird-shaped pendant, with two perforations and layered wing feathers. Made of carved jade

Department: Asia Dimensions
Length: 5 centimetres
Registration number: 1945 1017 8 Height: 1 inches

Commission photography
More about object Conservation Science

B 19 % 24 #4505 F AL 1- pendant/figure (HITE P % £ 20122 8 7 17 )

4 Scope Note (incised) : In the context of Early Medieval material, the term refers to decoration, lettering,
deliberate marks, etc. cut into the surface of an object, generally fairly lightly and not very deeply.

 British Museum Object Names Thesaurus,
http://www.collectionslink.org.uk/discover/manage-information/1071-british-museum-object-names-the
saurus (B BH 20128 A 1780)-
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details” J/3EF] > A *ﬁifﬁi’”ﬁ%ﬂéﬁ# PR AL @E'ﬁ?ﬁﬂésw ’
A0~ EfS A (authority)V S (e o

BRSSP R SRR AR SRR R
U SR 0 ¥ AR R R T [ i A
HI Viiaét PAENRIT=E] ~ ARRI S~ ARRIREE - gl = 1 e o
e A R 0 *Z?’??‘ﬂ'ﬁ‘ TR PR e
wl SRR PR i['ﬁ“’fﬁ@*i’g“ B fE U il k) (A=A AR ﬂ[‘ﬁ’ﬁéﬁ’i
RLGT SRR T R A Y, T Prog Y T IR

(i@l Commission photography More about object Conservation Science

4 Back to search results

Curator's comments

Rawson 1995

A similar piece belongs to Sir Joseph Hotung’s collection, on display atthe Jade Gallery of the
British Museum

4 Back to search

Subject
bird (all objects

Acquisition date

Acquisition name
Bequeathed by Oscar Charles Raphael (biographical details | all objects;
Collected by C T Loo & Cie (biographical

Biographical details

Oscar Charles Raphael (collecor, Male; 1874 - 1941
Exhibition History
Exhibited
Bibliography

1996, Hong Kong Museum of At 'Chined TOCS, Vol.1, 1921-22 (listed in); E. G. Spencer-Churchill [abituary], TOCS, Vel.18, 1940-41
BMQ, Vol XV, 1941-50, pp.57-60, 91-95, 106-7

Noticed a mistake? Have some extra infc
Biography

FSA; collector; founder-member, Vice-President (1939) and briefly President (June to
September 1941, before his death) of the Oriental Ceramic Society. In the field of Persian
art, he was regarded as one of the leading private collectors of the so-called "Luristan
Bronzes® during the early 1930s, and he aclively supported the British Museurn's acquisition
ofthese and ofher Iranian antiquities. Raphael personally acquired a number of items from
EmstHerzfeld (q.v), and donated various antiquities to The British Museum, and in 1945
bequeathed a large collection of mainly Oriental abjects (died & September 1941

Member of the Karlbeck Syndicate (a.

To bookmark this page select "Bookmarl
browser menu

B 20 ~ &4 4 448 & 7 R 2- pendant/figure (1T P 27 © 2012 # 8 % 17 p )

X EAE S Mt AL ch A % ¢ The authority files and thesauri are constantly being improved and
extended, and object records are being edited to improve their quality, consistency and indexing.
http://www .britishmuseum.org/research/search_the collection_database/about the database/history of
_the_projectaspx (|fE P & 12012& 8% 179 ) -

B (ERREMEAE T HERD) (Code of Ethics for Museums)
http://www.museumsassociation. 0rg/download"id=15717(5§'l RAH:212F8A148)

2005 F gz LB AR UABFELET—F FEB - RTI DR E AR L — MR (8-

B )] http://www.ndap.org.tw/1_event/evaluation/0708115405/download/npm_1.pdf (%% 8 : 2012
$8A178)-
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