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Abstract

In recent years, various cities and counties in Taiwan have established
local art museums, and their respective cultural bureaus have also organized
numerous art exhibitions and events. For local people, what is the relationship
between the art museum/ events and the local culture, history and life? What are
the roles art play while narrating the local culture and history? What are the
expectations that these institutions and departments have while they commission

curators to work on the subject of local culture and history?

This paper takes the fourth exhibition of the Chiayi City Art Museum,
titled “A Rhythm of Tree Forming the Forest,” as a case study. Through
analyzing the exhibition’s curatorial practices and participating artworks as
well as interviews with museum scholar HUANG Jan-Yen and Alishan
forestry researcher and science historian HUNG Kuang-Chi, this paper
examines how contemporary curating in local art museums can use various
creative methods such as media, space, archives, and fiction to
recontextualize or translate history. It explores how these approaches provide
an access point to history, offer perspectives different from those of scholars,

and forge new topics for discussion.
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