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Abstract

In the past few years, a growing number of museums have constructed their
own VR museum because of the technological development of virtual reality and
easily accessible VR headsets during exhibitions. By investigating Roland
Barthes’s semiology theory, this essay attempts to explain the “spatial allegory”
of the VR museums, and analyze how the VR museum architectures reflect the
will of the museum organizers. From the perspective of “exhibition and audience
autonomy”’, Museum 4.0 pays more and more attention to audience participation
and user generated content. However, did the VR museums enable more

opportunities for self-motivated audience participation?

This essay takes “A Floating Isle, A VR Gallery” of National Taiwan
Museum of Fine Arts as a case study to explain the architectural representation
the will of the museum organizers in the VR museum. VR museums emphasize
the experience and the many audience interactions. However, the ‘“spatial
allegory” of “A Floating Isle, A VR Gallery” does not allow such interactions to

become autonomous, limiting the ability to change the exhibition.
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