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Abstract

Mobilizing place memories around the colonial prisons in East and South East
Asia, 1 draw attention to the colonial project of staging modernity in the
construction of modern prisons in its colonies. State responses to colonial
modernity, I argue, are demonstrated in the various ways in which the colonial
prisons are preserved, demolished, or transformed into heritages laden with
cultural politics. By investigating the Taihoku Prison in Taipei,
the Lushun Russo-Japanese Prison in China, and the Changyi Prison Camp in
Singapore, I trace the varying representations of state, war, and colonialism in
these postcolonial contexts. While the Chinese government preserved the
Lushun Russo-Japanese Prison and turned it into a museum as a site of patriotic
education, the Changyi Prison Camp was demolished and replaced with a focus

on a newly-built chapel both to highlight the POW’s in captivity under Japanese
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occupation and the emotional scars of the war years. In contrast, the Taihoku
Prison in Taipei, covered by memories of the 1949 Civil War and related
cross-strait migration, is presented as a redevelopment site like “a golden goose.”
The Taiwan government’s plan to replicate the Roppongi Hills model there, by
engaging a city image from its former colonizer, which adds complexity to the
forgotten prison. By comparing the different strategies to contain memories of
the colonial prisons in postcolonial context, I examine politics of remembering
heritage across localities to see how “crime” and “punishment” continuously

constitute colonial modernity and their contemporary meanings.
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HEREIE R - SBEES T E T ERRR R SRR R (B T) -
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PO B ACE e E DA -

FEE > NOFRERRNE T UtBEZIFEEmE VE - HHA
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21 Havers (2003), Appendix I, 178.
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AR E B RS FF e BB AR B AR E S stERE L T W
LEdg iy e (5IMEREBYEERENSO -

BETE > RHBYIEESRFRIGE AR L BRI - A/ D
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S ifi(Bernice Archer)ZARRANT I o/ DEHE 2B F B2 (Fan - B0 - it
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