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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to understand the development of Hakka museums
in Taiwan, including artificial exhibition halls, cultural halls, cultural parks, etc.
It looks into the contexts of state policies and social processes which provided
meanings to the identity of Hakka and affected the ways Hakka culture is (and
should be) presented. The first half of the article explores Hakka movements in
Taiwan since the 1980s, during which time a lot of social movements, including
indigenous rights and local rights movements, were also happening. These
movements finally pushed the state government to recognize the equal cultural,
political and social rights of different ethnic groups, including Hakka. The
Council for Hakka Affairs was set up in 2001, marking the beginning of new era
for Hakka. Since then, state policies and resources have been channeled into
Hakka areas, setting the foundation for many Hakka cultural halls, artificial
exhibition halls, and cultural parks. The development of these Hakka museums
provided us with the opportunity to understand how Taiwanese society changed,
and how the state and people dealt with concepts of ethnicity and local identity in

different periods.
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