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Abstract

The adoption of free admission policies for permanent exhibitions,
introduced by the United Kingdom’s national museums in 2001, significantly
influenced museum admission policies in nations such as Ireland, Denmark,
and South Korea. However, post-pandemic inflationary pressures and fiscal
constraints have sparked a critical re-evaluation of these models. This article
focuses on South Korea, where the debate over reinstating admission fees has
recently re-emerged as a pivotal and ongoing governance issue. As the sole
national museum system in Asia to implement free admission to permanent
exhibitions, Korea has seen record museum attendance driven by the global
Korean Wave; yet, this surge has simultaneously compromised visitor experience
and strained institutional resources. This study explores the escalating tensions
between accessibility and financial sustainability. It argues that the current
deliberations in Korea must move beyond a simple binary of “free versus paid
entry” to be situated within a broader discourse on institutional governance and
national fiscal policy. By analyzing these structural and institutional frameworks,
the article addresses the systemic dilemmas inherent in contemporary museum

operations.
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