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Abstract

In the context of contemporary museums that emphasize access, inclusion,
diversity, and sustainability, local cultures are increasingly incorporated into
exhibition, collection, and cultural heritage systems. This process, however,
involves not the mere preservation or representation of culture, but its
reorganization and production within institutions, media, and public discourse.
Taking the female general Guan-Feng from Daxi’s “shetou” pilgrimage culture
in Taoyuan as a case study, this article examines how local religious practices are
transformed and regenerated across community, museum, and digital contexts

after entering museum and visual media systems.

Drawing on Tony Bennett’s concept of cultural governance, Laurajane
Smith’s Authorized Heritage Discourse, and Roland Barthes’s theory of myth,
the study conducts its analysis from three dimensions: cultural governance,
symbolic translation, and mechanisms of representation. Methodologically, this
research adopts visual ethnography and long-term participant observation,
combined with visual media production, in-depth interviews, and screening
practices, to examine how culture is translated and extended across different

sites.

The findings suggest that once local religious culture enters museum and
visual media systems, it is not fixed as an exhibition object, but is continuously
produced and transformed through multi-layered practices, including collection,
exhibition, performance, and community participation. Visual media function not
only as tools of representation but also as crucial intermediaries that connect
actors and sites, allowing local participants to enter the process of generating and
negotiating cultural meaning. Accordingly, the article proposes the concept of the
“generative museum,” arguing that museums are not merely institutional sites for

cultural governance and representation but also processual mechanisms and
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enabling conditions for cultural production, thereby redefining the role of

museums in contemporary cultural practice.
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